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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 057073 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, NI, CASE (DARNTON, JOHN) 

SUBJECT: EXPULSION NYT CORRESPONDENT DARNTON 
REF: A) STATE 55983 (NOTAL), B) STATE 31890 3/76 (NOTAL) 

1 . AF ASSISTANT SECRETARY SCHAUFELE ASKED NIGERIAN CHARGE 
OBE TO CALL ON HIM MARCH 14, REGARDING DARNTON EXPULSION. 

OBE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY HIS SUCCESSOR AUSQUO-ETA EMENYI. 

2. SCHAUFELE NOTED THE IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO PRESENCE 
OF WESTERN CORRESPONDENTS IN LAGOS AND RECALLED DIS- 
CUSSION BETWEEN HIMSELF AND OBE MORE THAN A YEAR AGO 
REGARDING POSSIBLE FMG APPROVAL FOR AMERICAN CORRESPON- 
DENTS TO RESIDE IN NIGERIA. HE REFERRED TO STORY IN NEW 
YORK TIMES MARCH 14, IN WHICH DARNTON REPORTS HIS ARREST 
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AND DEPORTATION (COPY BY POUCH). HE EXPRESSED US REGRET 
REGARDING THE NIGERIAN ACTION AND REQUESTED THAT THE 
EXPULSION ORDER BE REVERSED. HE CONCLUDED BY NOTING THAT 
TO EXPEL A CORRESPONDENT MERELY BECAUSE SOME OF HIS 
DISPATCHES PUT NIGERIA "IN A BAD LIGHT" WOULD BE 
REGARDED AS LESS THAN ADEQUATE EXPLANATION IN US AND 
THAT NEWS OF DARNTON’S DEPORTATION WOULD DETRACT FROM 
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THE FAVORABLE IMPRESSION OF NIGERIA CREATED BY REPORTS 
OF AMBASSADOR YOUNGS VISIT TO LAGOS. 

3. OBE REPLIED THAT HE REGRETTED THE NECESSITY FOR THE 
DEPORTATION ORDER BECAUSE COMMISSIONER FOR EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS GARBA HIMSELF HAD ARRANGED FOR PERMISSION FOR 
NEW YORK TIMES TO OPEN BUREAU IN LAGOS. INITIALLY. SAID 
OBE, DARNTON'S REPORTS HAS BEEN BALANCED AND FACTUAL. 
RECENTLY. HOWEVER, HIS REPORTING HAD BEGUN TO BE SLANTED 
AND TO INCLUDE SOME PERSONAL JUDGMENTS. FOR INSTANCE, 

HE HAD REPORTED SOME TROOP MOVEMENTS IN SUCH A FASHION 
THAT THE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON RECEIVED A NUMBER OF 
CALLS FROM NIGERIANS LIVING IN THE UNITED STATES WHO 
FEARED THAT THE REPORT OF TROOP MOVEMENTS PORTENDED A 
COUP. BECAUSE OF INCREASING NIGERIAN UNHAPPINESS WITH 
DARNTON’S REPORTING. COMMISSIONER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
GARBA HAD RAISED THE MATTER WITH AMBASSADOR EASUM AND HAD 
IN EFFECT LAID OUT TWO ALTERNATIVES, EITHER TO EXPEL 
DARNTON OR TO WARN HIM. OBE BELIEVED THAT AMBASSADOR 
EASUM HAD TRANSMITTED THE FMG'S WARNING TO DARNTON. 
NEVERTHELESS, DARNTON'S REPORTING CONTINUED TO BE UN- 
SATISFACTORY IN THE EYES OF THE FMG. 

4. SCHAUFELE ASKED IF DARNTON HAD REPORTED ANYTHING NOT 
ALREADY IN THE NIGERIAN PRESS. OBE REPLIED "WE DO NOT 
NEED PEOPLE WHO WILL TELL THE OUTSIDE WORLD ABOUT EVENTS 
THAT ARE PURELY NIGERIAN”. 

5. AMBASSADOR SCHAUFELE RENEWED HIS REQUEST FOR A 
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REVERSAL OF THE EXPULSION ORDER AND ASKED OBE TO REPORT 
THE VIEWS HE HAD EXPRESSED TO LAGOS. 


VANCE 
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